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January 8/9, 2022: The Baptism of the Lord (C)
Dear friends and family of CCST,
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord closes the season of Christmas. Although all may put
away all Christmas decors, the mark of Christmas remains. What is this mark? It is the mark
that Jesus shared with us: our identity as beloved children of God.
One of the prayers of the rite of the Sacrament of Baptism reminds us about this divine mark
we shared in Jesus. It says: "(N.) you have become a new creation and have clothed yourself
in Christ. See in this white garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity. With your
family and friends to help you by word and example, bring that dignity unstained into the
everlasting life of heaven."
During the event of Jesus' baptism, we are told that the heavens are open and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove, and the voice came from heaven, "You are
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased" (Lk 3:22). The voice from heaven publicly
declares his identity as the beloved Son, an identity where the power of his life and ministry
came from, and draws everyone to himself.
In the same manner, sacramentally, we are anointed through the Holy Spirit during our
baptism and are clothed with Christ. And the words of the Heavenly Father to Jesus are also
for us, though not in an audible way, but still profoundly real that we are God's beloved
children with whom he is well-please.
We are given the power to be children of God, heir to the kingdom of God, holy people of
God (cf Rom 8:17; Jn 1:12). It is a mark of who we are, and nothing can take it away; not
even sin can undo it. No matter what happens, this identity remains forever. It is God's
gratuitous gift without any merit of our own. It grows within a faith community, not by
isolation but in union with the fellow baptized Christians and nourished through the Holy
Eucharist.

Let us come and adore him,
and walk in His Light!

As we liturgically close the season of Christmas, the work of darkness also tried to put its
mark on our community – the mark of the thieves. Four televisions for the students' learning
were stolen from four separate classrooms at St. Theresa School. It happened between the
night of December 27 and the early dawn of December 28, 2021. It is presumed that the
stolen TVs will be sold if not already been sold.

It is sad to hear about this incident in our community. My initial reaction was a shock, then the thoughts of finding the culprit and
retrieving the stolen TVs. But on second thought, I am not sure if it is worth spending a good time and energy to get back the stolen
items and deal with thieves. Dealing with thieves is a waste of time, for you don't know what will happen next. Sadly, we never run
out of these kinds of people in our time who are overcome by darkness which should remind us to be cautious always for it may enter
the doors of our homes without notice. However, spending time in silence and praying for those who refuse to receive the light of
God and lose their way is worth doing for surprising reflections and understanding flow from them. Surprisingly, while this work of
darkness, which has no future in itself, may seem to rob off the joy of the celebration of Christmas and New Year, those who heard
the incident were inspired to help with a mark of generosity. Our community never runs out of generous people to respond to a need.
We are very thankful to God for the light of grace shown through the mark of surprising goodness from our fellow baptized
Christians.

MISSION:

May our identity of being beloved children of God continue to spread a mark of goodness and generosity to all. And let us pray that
may the Heavenly Father bring upon his fatherly discipline to the person(s) who did this work of darkness to come to the light of his
grace. God bless you!
Fr. Manny Hewe

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR THE CO-CATHEDRAL OF
ST. THERESA FAITH COMMUNITY THAT WILL
MAKE AN IMPACT AFTER YOUR LIFETIME

3 EASY STEPS
To make a planned gift to
Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa Church

1
1
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3
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Determine which type of legacy gift you would
like to make and the dollar amount. A bequest
in a Will is the most common planned gift. You
may indicate a specific dollar amount, or a
percentage of your estate after all fees and
taxes are settled.
Decide if you would like to designate your gift
to a specific intention (for example, facilities)
or leave it unrestricted for the general benefit
of the parish community as determined by Fr.
Manny, our pastor with approval by the
Finance Council.
Finalize your intention with the appropriate
legal document, as determined by you and your
legal and financial counsel.
Be sure to identify the recipient as:
Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa Church - Honolulu,
Hawaii

HOW TO WORD A BEQUEST
A Specific Bequest is the most common type of
bequest. Typically, it is a dollar amount like
$25,000 or some other specific asset like
appreciated stock. Here is sample wording for a
specific bequest:
“I/we give, devise, and bequeath the
sum of $___________________ (or
description of specific property) to CoCathedral of St. Theresa Church,
Honolulu, HI to be used for repair
and/or renovation of parish facilities.”
A Residuary Bequest gives all or a specific
percentage of assets remaining in the estate
after debts, taxes, expenses and other bequests
have been paid. Here is sample wording for a
residuary bequest:
“I/we give, devise, and bequeath
______% of the remainder of my estate
after all debts, taxes, expenses and
family bequests have been paid to CoCathedral of St. Theresa Church,
Honolulu, HI to be used for repair
and/or renovation of parish facilities.”
A Contingent Bequest takes effect if those you
have remembered in your Will are no longer
living when you pass away. Here is sample
wording for a contingent bequest:
“If upon the death of the survivor of my
spouse and I, or at any time thereafter,
but prior to complete distribution of my
estate, there is no living descendant of
mine, any property of my estate not
vested or effectively appointed shall be
distributed to Co-Cathedral of St.
Theresa Church, Honolulu, HI to be used
for repair and/or renovation of parish
facilities.”
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2022 Annual March for Life Opening Mass with Bishop
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Sometime between Monday night, Dec. 27, 2021 to Tuesday
early morning, Dec. 28, 2021 (4) 55" Insignia brand TVs
from the St. Theresa School Library in Honolulu were
stolen. The school received funding from the Emergency
Assistance to Non-Public Schools of which were used to
purchase (8) SMART TVs from Best Buy.
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Preschool Teachers Aide
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Teacher - Kindergarten
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Teacher - Grade 1
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Teacher - Grade 3
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Although the grant funding was able to purchase the (8), there
are a total of 18 classes that need the much-needed electronic
resource. Teachers have contributed their personal TVs to the
school so that students are able to connect to lessons online
viewing ONE device in the classroom when needed.
If anyone knows information regarding these stolen SMART TVs,
please call the school at (808) 536-4703.
Mahalo nui loa and God bless everyone!
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"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O
Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

The next session will be on:
January 29, 2022 Saturday
Presenters: Deacon Ray & Tyra Lamb
For more info. contact Tyra at (808) 779-2661

PARISH STAFF
Fr. Manuel Hewe

Fr. Dominic Nguyen

Sr. Mercedita Estrella, SPC

Bernie Gora

Tyra Lamb

Faith and Alofa Leasiolagi

Pinky Mendoza

Teresa Jacobs

Pastor

Dir. of R.E. & Pastoral Associate
Safe Environment Liaison
Office Coordinator

VHM Chaplain

Director of Music
Interim Dir. of Youth Ministry
Office Secretary

Anthony Navor

Angelica Dabu

Francis Leasiolagi

Ray Lamb

Jonathan Lam

Roy Matsuo

Facilities & Maintenance Manager
Deacon

VHM Deacon

Communications Coordinator
Deacon

Retired Deacon

"Remember that NOTHING IS SMALL in the eyes of God.
Do all that you do with love." —Saint Therese of Lisiuex

Daily Mass Readings
www.usccb.org

January 10, 2022
Monday of the First Week in
Ordinary Time
1 Sm 1:1-8; Mk 1:14-20
January 11, 2022
Tuesday of the First Week in
Ordinary Time
1 Sm 1:9-20; Mk 1:21-28
January 12, 2022
Wednesday of the First Week in
Ordinary Time
1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39
January 13, 2022
Thursday of the First Week in
Ordinary Time
1 Sm 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45
January 14, 2022
Friday of the First Week in Ordinary
Time
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mk 2:1-12
January 15, 2022
Saturday of the First Week in
Ordinary Time
1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Mk 2:13-17
January 16, 2022
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11

