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Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
St. John the Baptist introduced Jesus to his disciples by saying, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world" (Jn. 1:29). Why is Jesus called by this strange title, the Lamb of God?
This title is associated with the great Jewish feast of the Passover. The feast
recalls the story of the Israelite under the oppressive role of the Pharaoh in
Egypt. God, through Moses, had been admonishing the Pharaoh to let his
people leave Egypt. Each time the Pharaoh refused this command, God sent a
plague, and the final and most terrible plague involved the death of every
firstborn child in Egypt. To save the families of Israel from this plague, they
were told to smear the doorposts of their houses with the blood of a lamb. The
angel will pass over the blood-painted dwellings of the Israelites, and their
children were spared. They were saved by the blood of the lamb.
Finally, the Pharaoh acknowledged the might of the God of Israel. He allowed
Israel to leave Egypt, but this was only temporary because he will command his
soldiers to pursue the Israelites. On the night before the Israelites left, under the
leadership of Moses, they had a final meal, which included the eating of a roast
lamb. The lamb then becomes the sign and symbol of the liberation of God's
people from slavery and oppression. This great event of the Exodus, the Going
Out, was and is commemorated in the Passover meal, which Jesus celebrated
with his disciples at the Last Supper.
Jesus is the new Lamb of God, which brings freedom and liberation from the
oppression of evil and sin. It is no coincidence that Jesus' sacrificial death took
place at the Passover. He is the Lamb who sacrifices himself and is sacrificed to
liberate us. Jesus can do this because he is our Lord and our Servant. Because
he is our Lord, he can take away our sins; he is a servant, he sacrifices his life
for us.
We are sharers not only with the identity of Jesus but also his mission on earth
by virtue of the Sacrament of Baptism. Jesus continues to be the Lamb of God,
feeding us by his very self in the Eucharist and continues to act - to serve, to
love and to liberate humanity from any forms of oppression, especially through
the witness of life and ministry of all the baptized Christians.
For Personal Self-Examen this week:
God has created me to do Him some definite service; He has committed some
work to me, which He has not committed to another. . . . I am a link in a chain,
a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I
shall do the good. I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher
of

truth

in

my

own

place

while

not

intending

it—if

I

do

but

keep

His

commandments.
Therefore, I will trust Him. Whatever, wherever I am, I can never be thrown
away. If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him; in perplexity, my
perplexity may serve Him; if I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He
does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away my
friends. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate,
make my spirit sink, hide my future from me – still He knows what He is about"
(Blessed Cardinal Henry Newman).

RATIONALE FOR CATHOLICS READING THE OLD TESTAMENT
Michael Steier, D.Min.

DID YOU KNOW?
The word "Bible" is derived from the Latin
biblia (singular), which is a transliteration
of the Greek (ta biblia, plural), meaning the
books. The Bible is a collection of books
(73 titles, biblical canon) written under the
positive influence of God (divine element,
inspiration) by men chosen by God at
various times (ca. 1000 BC to 100 AD) at
various places (Jewish, Greek-Roman
cultures, human element) received by the
Church as Word of God.
_________________
“When sacred Scripture is read in the light
of the same Spirit by whom it was written,
it remains ever new. The Old Testament is
never old once it is part of the New, since
all has been transformed thanks to the one
Spirit who inspired it. The sacred text as a
whole serves a prophetic function
regarding not the future but the present of
whoever is nourished by this word. Jesus
himself clearly stated this at the beginning
of his ministry: “Today this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk 4:21).
Those who draw daily nourishment from
God’s word become, like Jesus, a
contemporary of all those whom they
encounter: they are not tempted to fall into
sterile nostalgia for the past, or to dream of
ethereal utopias yet to come”(Pope
Francis, Instituting the Sunday of the Word
of God # 12).

On childhood visits to my Methodist grandmother, I often saw her
read the Bible to understand how God was speaking to her. From it
she drew inspiration and guidance for life. It was encouraging to see
that despite our different churches, we shared the Bible in common.
Back then, however, despite her example, I was not moved to read
the Bible myself. Like many Catholics, I got my dose of the
Scriptures at Sunday Mass. Reading the Bible has since become a
valued part of my life. How about you?
Recent surveys by research groups such as the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate (CARA) report that reading and studying
the Bible is still a small part of faith life for Catholics in the United
States. However, anyone reading Catholic news in the fall of
2008 likely saw articles about a special Vatican gathering, a Synod
of Bishops from around the world, focusing on “The Word of God
in the Life and Mission of the Church.” There, in comments to
fellow bishops, Archbishop Terrence Predergast, S.J., a Canadian
prelate from Ottawa said “All Catholics should have a Bible, all
Catholics should read the Bible and all Catholics need to have
regular prayer experiences where they open the book and let it
become the word of God speaking to them.”
The Bible is the world’s best bestseller. Not only is it God’s inspired
Word, it’s a great work of literature. It’s a collection of books
composed over many centuries, with many literary forms, including
history, historical novels, parables, allegories, and poems. It tells a
tale that stretches back to the creation of the world and forward to
the end of time. It speaks of faith, hope, love and forgiveness,
describes every human emotion, depicts the heights and depths of
human courage and depravity, and above all God’s unconditional
love for humanity and his salvific plan.
There are numerous reasons to read the Scriptures.

1. It is part of the inspired Word of God. The Old and New Testament together form the inspired Word of God
in human language. The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation from the Second Vatican Council states
clearly that “the books of Scripture must be acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully and without error
that truth which God wanted put into the sacred writings for the sake of our salvation.”
2. It chronicles for us God’s loving plan of salvation for all.
3. Because the New Testament is hidden in the Old, and the Old is made manifest in the New.
4. Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.
5. Scripture is a deep font for the Church’s worship and prayer life. Since the Second Vatican Council, the
Church has provided for an expanded use of Sacred Scriptures in the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, in the
celebration of the other sacraments and the devotional life of the Church, and in its urgings to the laity to
celebrate Morning and Evening Prayer which incorporates recitation of the Psalms.
6. It continues to instruct the faithful and call them to faithfulness in their covenant with God.
Source: USCCB, Michael Steier, D.Min. is Associate Director Secretariat of Evangelization and Catechesis of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

"You are being enriched in every way for all generosity, which
through us produces thanksgiving to God, for the
administration of this public service is not only supplying the
needs of the holy ones but is also overflowing in many acts of
thanksgiving to God." —2 Corinthians 9:11-12

Offering for January 6 - 12, 2020
Parish Savings with the Diocese, as of November 30, 2019

$

912.87

Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese, as of November 30, 2019

$

456,168.74

Interest on Parish Loan, for the month of November 2019

$

1,937.15

January 6 - 12, 2020

January 6 - 12, 2020

Cash Offerings

Credit Card & Online Giving

ONLINE GIVING
CREDIT CARD GIVERS:
We thank you for using the credit card unit in the
church
card

for

your

system

generous

requests

for

offerings.
your

The

email

credit

address.

Unfortunately, a number of credit card users did
not indicate their email addresses.
If you have used the credit card unit, even once,
may

we

ask

you

to

send

an

email

to

CCST-

businessmgr@rcchawaii.org and provide us your
Full Name and Mailing Address?
We need this information as we are finalizing the
year-end contribution report for everyone. Your
information is treated in strict confidence.
We praise the Lord Jesus Christ for your
stewardship offerings!

Please consider the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa in your planned gifts (bequests in a will,
charitable

gift

annuities,

trusts,

insurance

and

gifts

of

appreciated

stocks).

These

important gifts will ensure that our lives will touch the lives that come after us to build
the faith for generations to come. Mahalo for your generosity.

UPDATE: CHURCH BELLS & TOWER RESTORATION
Deacon Roy Matsuo

•

The current Church bell tower houses four historic bronze bells weighing 1,200 lbs., 700 lbs., 500 lbs., and
400 lbs. respectively. The original mechanism of chain and pulley system is totally rusted out and nonoperable—this has been the case for at least over the past 8 to 10 years or longer. In addition, all of the analog
electrical operational systems have also been rusted out for the same period and not safe to operate anymore.
The steel support frame has rusted and corroded to the point where essential repairs need to be done very soon
for the sake of safety and proper load support of the bells.
Only one bell has been operational via manual pulling of a rope.

•

At least 3 years ago, an effort was begun to restore the Bell Tower. Verdin bell company of Ohio was asked
to prepare preliminary cost proposal for the work; to date, the cost is estimated at $35,000; originally, it was
$42,000. This would be to employ bell strikers to all four bells and to install new computerized, digitally
programmed bell controllers 870, 220 VAC to operate the strikers and varied bell music (e.g. funerals,
weddings, Sunday mass, etc.).

•

Prior to the Verdin bell company work, a structural engineer assessment needed to be done. A local structural
engineering company, Martin & Chock, was hired a year ago to conduct a professional safety assessment.
Both Verdin Company and Martin & Chock were referred to us by our diocese—Verdin did bell tower work
at St. Patrick’s Church in Kaimuki and at St. Theresa Church on Maui. Martin & Chock also did work for
our Basilica Cathedral Church. Martin & Chock’s report cost $11,728 and was completed in January, 2018.

•

During the period 2016 thru most of 2018, we worked with Verdin and Martin & Chock to see how we can
reduce the bell tower restoration cost—to reduce the original amount of $42,000. We started out this project
with a budget of $30,000. We considered various options such as removing some of the bells and using only
one or two. We took the option of using strikers instead of restoring the chain and pulley system. The strikers
would also require less stress on the frame and reduce the cost and work for repairs to be done.

•

A follow-on contract is currently being worked on for Martin & Chock to revise its drawings and to prepare
a biddable Scope of Work and to monitor the repair work. The estimated cost for this contract will be $10,660.
Once our diocese approves the contract, we will then move to send out Requests for Proposal to welding
contractors for the repair work. We estimate the repair costs to be between $25,000 to $40,000.

•

There is a great need to repair and restore our Bell Tower, not only for safety reasons, but to bring together
more evangelistically, our entire community. Therefore, we recently increased the budget to $100,000.

•

In addition to the above costs, the following still need to be added:
Separate Electrical contractor to remove all existing old boxes and wiring in order to prepare the bell tower
frame for painting and repairs.
Separate Electrical contractor work to install all new control boxes and wiring while working jointly with the
Verdin bell company during installation.
The current electrical work is estimated at $22,528.
Also, should there be any lead paint abatement issues, this may incur additional costs.

•

Your full support is greatly appreciated as we move forward to restore our historic bell tower.

REMINDER:
There will be a 2nd Offering on January 25-26 for the
Church in Latin America and Black & Indian Mission. We
will only pass the basket once.
Another 2nd Offering is scheduled on February 8-9 for
the Parish Loan and we will pass the basket twice.
Mahalo for your generosity!

St. Anthony Retreat Center presents: BROKEN AND
BLESSED. Lectio Divina for those with chronic pain or
illness (and/or their caregivers). SATURDAY, JANUARY
25, 2020, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. ROSE HILL BLDG.
Facilitated by Sr. Marie, ss.cc., with Mass and anointing at
St. Anthony Retreat Center, 3351 Kalihi St., Honolulu.
Please register with Sr. Ivy, ss.cc., 845-0065, by Jan. 20.
Suggested donation $25.00, includes a simple lunch.

SAINT THERESA SCHOOL
CONTACT INFORMATION

Office Phone: 8O8-536-47O3
St.TheresaSchool@Beavers808
Sttheresaschool808

Website: www.sts-hi.org

SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF
AND FACULTY MEMBERS
Conception (Bernie) Gora
Principal

Lauren Sayapheth
Vice Principal

Roxanne Casiello
Executive Administrative Assistant

Stephanie Lou Ondayog
Admissions Clerk - Office Assistant

Carolyn Buted
Teacher - Middle School Counselor

Francine Caetano-Fontanilla
Teacher - Health / Dean of Discipline

Magdalena Collins
Preschool Director - Teacher

Serena Vasconcellos-Dequito
Preschool Teachers Aide

Magdalena Herndon
Teacher - Grade K

Lynette Seto
Kindergarten Teachers Aide

Marvin Macadangdang
Teacher - Grade 1

Tiana Kalahiki-Bartolome
Teacher - Grade 2

Michele Honold
Teacher - Elem - English

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
All young adults (ages 18-30s) are invited to join us for boba tea this
Wednesday, January 22. Location TBD; please meet at the side entrance
to church at 7:15pm to figure out rides and carpools.
For more information about this and other activities for young adults, please
e-mail Ashley at ccstyam@gmail.com.

SOCIAL MINISTRY
The CCST Social
Ministry would like to

Denise Alcala
Teacher - Grade 4

Alyssa Manipon
Teacher - Grade 5

Jonathan "Mika Kane" Kahalewai
Teacher - M/S Math

Faith Leasiolagi
Teacher - M/S Language Arts

Frances Dr. Wong
Teacher - M/S English

Marylee Mafua
Teacher - M/S Science

Sibel Mestanova
Teacher - M/S Social Studies

Sister Ana Fua Dela Cruz

thank everyone who
shared the Spirit of
Giving with our

Teacher - Religion

Laura Gabriel
Teacher - Physical Education

Lamont Bankston
Teacher - Technology

Angel Tree Program.
With heartfelt

Keith Febrero
Teacher - Music

Lenie Macadangdang

appreciation, here is a
note from Catholic
Charities:

Librarian

Romeo John Cabarrubias
Custodian

Telea (Andy) Seumanutafa
Custodian

MONDAY

JAN. 20, 2020

MLK Day: Office Closed

PARISH CONTACT
INFORMATION:

1 SM 15:16-23; MK 2:18-22

Fax:

5:30 PM - VHM Mass

JAN. 21, 2020

Memorial of St Agnes, virgin & martyr

Email:_cocathedraloffice@
rcchawaii.org
Website: www.cocathedral.org

@hicocathedral
#hicocathedral

6:30 AM - Daily Mass
5:30 PM - VHM Vigil Mass

JAN. 22, 2020

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children
1 SM 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; MK 3:1-6

PARISH
REGISTRATION
If you are interested in
registering in our Parish or
would like more information
please contact the Parish office

6:30 AM - Daily Mass

or visit our website for more

6:00 PM - OLPH Novena

information.

Eucharistic Adoration/Confession

THURSDAY

JAN. 23, 2020

1 SM 18:6-9; 19:1-7; MK 3:7-12

PRAYERS & FAITH
FORMATION
Holy Rosary - Before daily

11:00 AM - Funeral

Mass & 6:15 am Sun. Mass

5:30 PM - VHM Mass

JAN. 24, 2020

Religious Education Sundays 9:15 am-10:15 am

Memorial of St Francis de Sales, bishop and
doctor of the Church
1 SM 24:3-21; MK 3:13-19
8:00 AM - Daily Mass

SATURDAY

JAN. 25, 2020

Youth Night - Fridays 6:30 pm

Fr. Manuel Hewe
Pastor

Fr. Dominic Nguyen
VHM Chaplain

Sr. Mercedita Estrella, SPC
Dir. of Religious Education & Pastoral
Associate

Deacon Raffy Mendoza
Business & Office Manager

Bernie Gora
Director of Music

Faith and Alofa Leasiolagi

ACTS 22:3-16; MK 16:15-18

Social Ministry Director, Marriage & Family
Ministry Coordinator

Teresa Jacobs
Office Secretary

Anthony Navor
Facilities and Maintenance Manager

6:00 pm

Angelica Dabu

Young Adult Night - Ages 1834, Wednesdays 7:15 pm

8:00 AM - Daily Mass

Pinky Mendoza

Legion of Mary - Tuesdays

Feast of the Conversion of St Paul, Apostle
Mother of Perpetual Help Wednesdays 6:00 pm

Communications Coordinator

Francis Leasiolagi
Deacon

Anthony Nguyen
VHM Deacon

Lectio Divina - 2nd

5:00 PM - Vigil Mass

Wednesdays 7:00 pm

7:00 PM - VHM Mass

SUNDAY

PARISH STAFF

Interim Dir. of Youth Ministry

6:30 AM - Daily Mass

FRIDAY

Psalm 84:1

(808) 599-3629

1 SM 16:1-13; MK 2:23-28

WEDNESDAY

dwelling place, O
Lord God of Hosts."

Phone: (808) 521-1700

6:30 AM - Daily Mass

TUESDAY

"How lovely is Your

JAN. 26, 2020

Fr. Moses Akebule
In Residence

SACRAMENTS, RITES & APPOINTMENTS

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
IS 42:1-4, 6-7, ACTS 10:34-38, MT 3:13-17
6:15 AM - Mass
8:00 AM - Mass
10:30 AM - Mass
11:45 AM - Baptism
1:00 PM - VHM New Year Celebration
Mass
6:00 PM - Mass

Visit our website: www.cocathedral.org
facebook.com/hicocathedral
twitter.com/hicocathedral
instagram.com/hicocathedral

Contact our parish office for more information or for scheduling an
appointment:
Infant Baptism - contact our office at least one month before
Anointing of the Sick / Sick Calls - please notify the Parish Office for
visits / Communion calls / Holy Communion for the sick & the home
bound
Matrimony - Contact our office ten months in advance
Blessings (house, vehicle, religious items)
Funerals
Vocation to the Priesthood or Religious or Diaconate School
Facilities Scheduling - use of the Parish & School facilities must be
scheduled through the Parish Office

"Remember that NOTHING IS SMALL in the eyes of God.
Do all that you do with love." —Saint Therese of Lisiuex

