CO-CATHEDRAL OF SAINT THERESA

712 North School Street - Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
January 5, 2020 The Epiphany of the Lord

Our faith often leads us to encounter genuine joy in the ordinary…
"Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage" (Matt. 32:2).
The story of the journey of the Magi symbolizes the spiritual journey of all people who are seeking God, using the light
of faith to point the way forward. The search for the truth and to encounter God always involves leaving our comfort
zone and facing the unknown. It's an on-going relationship that cannot be programmed. However, God always blesses
with his presence those who genuinely seek him.
The Magi left behind the comfort of their homes and went beyond their familiar world to
search for the Savior who had been predicted by the Jewish prophet Micah as being born in
Bethlehem. It was the strange star that functions like a GPS (Global Positioning System) that
guided their journey and led them to the out of the way place, a stable, where the newborn
king was laid on a makeshift crib.
where the glory of God revealed.

What seems to be an insignificant and ordinary place was
It was in this lowly place that they found themselves

exceedingly joyful – they found the Savior!

It was their faith that guides and leads them to

encounter the Savior, and they were blessed with overflowing joy, the gift of their encounter.
The Magi proclaimed this joy through the gift that they brought with them and offered. Their
offerings represent the role that Jesús plays in the lives of all believers:
Gold is the gift for the King - Jesus is the truth, the way, and the life that leads to human
fulfillment.
Frankincense is the sign of the priest - Jesus is the only mediator, the one who bridges the
gap between God and man.
Myrrh is the perfume used to anoint the dead - Jesus is the sacrificial lamb whose death
restored life.
Their lives were never the same again after the encounter.

"Having been warned in a dream

not to return to Herod, they departed for their country by another way" (Matt. 2:12).
What does this tell us?
First, we are to pray for the light of faith. The Church profoundly expresses this in the liturgy,
particularly, Prayer After Communion: "Go before us with heavenly light, O Lord, always
and everywhere, that we

may

perceive

with

clear

sight

and revere with true affection the

mystery in which you have willed us to participate." It was the mysterious star that guided the
Magi, and so it is through the light of faith that will lead us to discover or encounter genuine joy because what we will
find is always bigger than ourselves. This joy is not just found at the end of the journey, but it is encountered along the
way, often hidden in the ordinary. Like the Magi, our faith is our GPS (God's Prompting System). We need to nurture it
through the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, Confession, daily prayers, reading the Bible, and the lives of Saints.
Secondly, we are to remind ourselves always that we are Christians, not for our sakes, but others. We are called to search
and to encounter the presence of Jesus Christ in and through others.

Most often, this happens in the very ordinary and

varied places which are hidden from the eyes of the worldly. Jesus can be found in the smile of the an innocent child, in
the agonizing expression of a sick person in bed, in the bitter tears of the abused wife, in the homeless and destitute
person, in the lonely elderlies, in the stressed pregnant young woman, in the struggle of the refugees, those victims of
human trafficking and others. Whenever we look into the eyes of the destitute or suffering person, we are gazing into the
eyes of Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us thank God for all the people who have lighted our paths and have brought us closer to God. If we look
back, it is the simple, humble, unassuming people who have touched our hearts and led us to the very heart of God. It is
not the "popular somebody" but the "little someone or the least" who has profoundly made a difference in our life that led
us to encounter Jesus.

the people of the Co-Cathedral of Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus, seek to be an example of the presence of God through our Christian Catholic
MISSION: We
worship, education, service and stewardship of all God's gifts. We celebrate our diversity of age, culture, language, and view points as a sign of God's all

powerful and ever-present love in our community of faith. We strive to witness the gospel of Jesus Christ to evangelize and to respond in love, as well as compassion to our
community in Honolulu, to be a welcoming place to all who seek the grace, fellowship, and love of God.

DID YOU KNOW? • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Sunday of the Word of God is celebrated every 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time.
“Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of God can enable the
Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word
and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches before the world. Here, we are reminded
of the teaching of Saint Ephrem: “Who is able to understand, Lord, all the richness of even one
of your words? There is more that eludes us than what we can understand. We are like the thirsty
drinking from a fountain” (Pope Francis).
The role of the Word of God in the life of the Church:
In the hearing of God's word, the Church is built up and grows, and in the signs of the liturgical celebration God's
wonderful, past works in the history of salvation are presented anew as mysterious realities. God in turn makes use of
the congregation of the faithful that celebrates the Liturgy in order that his word may speed on and be glorified and
that his name be exalted among the nations.
Whenever, therefore, the Church, gathered by the Holy Spirit for liturgical celebration, announces and proclaims the
word of God, she is aware of being a new people in whom the covenant made in the past is perfected and fulfilled.
Baptism and confirmation in the Spirit have made all Christ's faithful into messengers of God's word because of the
grace of hearing they have received. They must therefore be the bearers of the same word in the Church and in the
world, at least by the witness of their lives.
The word of God proclaimed in the celebration of God's mysteries does not only address present conditions but looks
back to past events and forward to what is yet to come. Thus, God's word shows us what we should hope for with
such a longing that in this changing world our hearts will be set on the place where our true joys lie (Preamble, 7).

Please sign-up to participate. Sign-up sheets
can be found at the side entrance of the church.
Please Raise your voice and Let it be heard! Mahalo

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
All young adults are invited to the monthly Holy
Hour for Vocations: Wednesday, January 8, 2020, at
6:15 p.m. in the church.
Please join us afterwards for dinner and fellowship in
the Rectory. Please e-mail Ashley at
ccstyam@gmail.com for questions.

FOREVER YOUNG
JANUARY GATHERING
Happy New Year! To all seniors come join the
Forever Young Group & enjoy some fun and
socializing.
Date:

January 8, 2020

Time: 10:00 a.m.
Place: Parish Hall

The Daughters of St. Paul
from
Media

Pauline
Center

Street will
annual

be

book

Books
on

having

fair

&

Bishop

here

the
in

the lanai on the weekend
of January 25 and 26, 2020 after all the Masses. They
have items for all ages; books, bibles, prayer books,
movies, music and religious articles. It is a great
opportunity to get good Catholic reading for yourself
or a loved one.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
“When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself speaks to his people, and
Christ, present in his word, proclaims the Gospel” (GIRM, no. 29).
These words from the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) set before us a profound truth that we need to
ponder and make our own. The words of Sacred Scripture are unlike any other texts we will ever hear, for they not only
give us information, they are the vehicle God uses to reveal himself to us, the means by which we come to know the
depth of God's love for us, and the responsibilities entailed by being Christ's followers, members of his Body. What is
more, this Word of God proclaimed in the liturgy possesses a special sacramental power to bring about in us what it
proclaims. The Word of God proclaimed at Mass is 'efficacious' that is, it not only tells us of God and God's will for us,
it also helps us to put that will of God into practice in our own lives. How, then, do we respond to this wonderful gift of
God's Word? We respond in word and song, in posture and gesture, in silent meditation and, most important of all, by
listening attentively to that Word as it is proclaimed. Following each reading we express our gratitude for this gift with
the words "Thanks be to God" or, in the case of the Gospel, "Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ," and it is appropriate that
a brief period of silence be observed to allow for personal reflection. Following the first reading we sing the
Responsorial Psalm, a meditation on God's word through the inspired words of one of the psalms from the psalter, the
Bible's prayer book.
The Gospel is the highpoint of the Liturgy of the Word. The readings from the Old Testament tell us of God's promises
and his preparation of his people for the coming of his Son; the epistles and other pre-Gospel New Testament readings
offer the reflections of St. Paul and other contemporaries of the Lord on the life and message of Christ; in the Acts of the
Apostles we have a history of the early Church. We believe that all Scripture, the Old and New Testaments, is inspired
by the Holy Spirit, but the Church has always given special honor to the Gospel because in the Gospel we have not
simply the preparation for and prefiguring of Christ, nor reflections on his message, but the words and deeds of Christ
himself. The proclamation of the Gospel is surrounded with marks of respect and honor: the Gospel is read by an
ordained minister, the deacon, or, when no deacon is present, by a priest; the Book of the Gospels is carried aloft with
honor in the entrance procession and placed on the altar until the Gospel reading to show the unity of Scripture and
Eucharist, of the table of the Word and the table of the Christ's body and blood; just before the Gospel is read the Gospel
book is carried in procession to the ambo to the accompaniment of an acclamation sung by the people; it may be
incensed before the reading and is kissed at its conclusion; finally, all stand as the Gospel is proclaimed. Through this
posture and through the honor paid to the book containing the Gospel, the Church pays homage to Christ who is present
in his Word and who proclaims his Gospel.
What, then, must we do to properly receive the Word of God proclaimed at Mass? The General Instruction tells us that
"the readings from the Word of God are to be listened to reverently by everyone" (no. 29), and it provides that those
who read the Scriptures at Mass must be "truly suited to carrying out this function and carefully prepared, so that by
their hearing the readings from the sacred texts the faithful may conceive in their hearts a sweet and living affection for
Sacred Scripture" (no. 101).
The key word in all of this is listening. We are called to listen attentively as the reader, deacon or priest proclaims God's
Word. Unless one is unable to hear, one should not be reading along with a text from a missal or missalette. Rather,
taking our cue from the General Instruction itself, we should listen as we would if Christ himself were standing at the
ambo, for in fact it is God who speaks when the Scriptures are proclaimed. Carefully following along with the printed
word can cause us to miss the gentle voice of the Holy Spirit, the message that the Spirit may have for us in one of the
passages because we are anxious to "keep up," to move along with the reader.
Perhaps the best way to understand the readings at Mass and our response to them is offered by Saint John Paul II in his
Instruction Dies Domini,, He encourages "those who take part in the Eucharist—priest, ministers and faithful... to
prepare the Sunday liturgy, reflecting beforehand upon the word of God which will be proclaimed" and adds that if we
do not, "it is difficult for the liturgical proclamation of the word of God alone to produce the fruit we might expect" (no.
40). In this way we will till the soil, preparing our souls to receive the seeds to be planted by the Word of God so that
seed may bear fruit.
The Word of God, then calls for our listening and our response in silent reflection, as well as in word and song. Most
important of all, the Word of God, which is living and active, calls each of us individually and all of us together for a
response that moves beyond the liturgy itself and affects our daily lives, leading us to engage fully in the task of making
Christ known to the world by all that we do and say.
USCCB/Prayer and Worship/ “The Order of Mass: Hearing the Word of God”

"You are being enriched in every way for all generosity, which through us
produces thanksgiving to God, for the administration of this public service
is not only supplying the needs of the holy ones but is also overflowing in
many acts of thanksgiving to God." —2 Corinthians 9:11-12

Offering for December 16 - 22, 2019
Parish Savings with the Diocese, as of November 30, 2019

$

912.87

Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese, as of November 30, 2019

$

456,168.74

Interest on Parish Loan, for the month of November 2019

$

1,937.15

ONLINE GIVING

CREDIT CARD GIVERS:
We thank you for using the credit card unit in the
church for your generous offerings.
The

credit

address.

card

system

Unfortunately,

requests
a

number

for

your

email

of

credit

card

users did not indicate their email addresses.
If you have used the credit card unit, even once, may
we

ask

you

to

send

an

businessmgr@rcchawaii.org

email

and

to

provide

CCSTus

your

Full Name and Mailing Address?
We need this information as we are finalizing the
year-end

contribution

report

for

everyone.

Your

information is treated in strict confidence.
We

praise

the

Lord

Jesus

Christ

stewardship offerings!

Please consider the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa in your planned gifts (bequests in a
will, charitable gift annuities, trusts, insurance and gifts of appreciated stocks). These
important gifts will ensure that our lives will touch the lives that come after us to build
the faith for generations to come. Mahalo for your generosity.

for

your

SAINT THERESA SCHOOL
CONTACT INFORMATION

SOCIAL MINISTRY

Office Phone: 8O8-536-47O3
ANCHORING SOCIAL MINISTRY:

St.TheresaSchool@Beavers808

Prayer and Worship

Sttheresaschool808

Let us begin the new year and the new decade in
thanksgiving to the Lord for the new opportunities to
serve Him through His people. We are inviting all
ministers who serves the Lord and His people through
the outreach projects of the Social Ministry of the CoCathedral of Saint Theresa (& everyone who likes to pray with us) to come to a
prayer and worship gathering every first Monday of the month. Let this gathering

Website: www.sts-hi.org

SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF
AND FACULTY MEMBERS
Conception (Bernie) Gora
Principal

Lauren Sayapheth
Vice Principal

Roxanne Casiello

be a time to allow the Spirit of the Lord to refresh our souls and empower us to do

Executive Administrative Assistant

His work for the rest of the month. Our next prayer gathering will be on Monday,

Stephanie Lou Ondayog

January 6 at 6:00 pm in the Pastoral Center. Fellowship will follow after.

Admissions Clerk - Office Assistant

Carolyn Buted

Please bring food to share.

Teacher - Middle School Counselor

Francine Caetano-Fontanilla
Teacher - Health / Dean of Discipline

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE

Magdalena Collins
Preschool Director - Teacher

Serena Vasconcellos-Dequito

Come, join us as we minister by serving hot

Preschool Teachers Aide

meals at the Institute of Human Services for

Magdalena Herndon

the Men’s and Women/Children’s Shelters.

Teacher - Grade K

If you’re interested in joining our outreach ministry to serve food for the
homeless

in

the

shelters,

we

need

help

on

Wednesday,

January

8,

2020

Lynette Seto
Kindergarten Teachers Aide

Women & Children’s Shelter at 5:00 p.m. and Men’s Shelter at 5:45 p.m.

Marvin Macadangdang

No experience is necessary, just a pleasant smile and a willing heart. Please call

Teacher - Grade 1

the Social Ministry Office at 745-0561 or Julie at 351-6212 to sign-up or for

Tiana Kalahiki-Bartolome

more information.

“Faith in action is love & love in action is service.” ~Saint

Teresa of Calcutta

Teacher - Grade 2

Michele Honold
Teacher - Elem - English

Denise Alcala

More Stewardship Opportunities

Teacher - Grade 4

Alyssa Manipon
Teacher - Grade 5

Jonathan "Mika Kane" Kahalewai

HAWAII FOOD BANK SENIOR FOOD BOX

Teacher - M/S Math

DISTRIBUTION
Every month, the Hawaii Food Bank in coordination with the
Social

Ministry

distributes
Commodity

of

around

the
240

Co-Cathedral
senior

Supplemental

Food

food

of

St.

boxes

Program

Theresa,

Teacher - M/S Language Arts

Frances Dr. Wong

under

the

Teacher - M/S English

(CSFP).

All

Marylee Mafua

qualified seniors from our parish and our community who
completed the application forms and approved by Hawaii
Food Bank shall receive a 32-lb box of food.

Faith Leasiolagi

The next distribution is this

Teacher - M/S Science

Sibel Mestanova
Teacher - M/S Social Studies

Sister Ana Fua Dela Cruz

coming Saturday, January 11, 2020 from 9:00am to 11:00am at the round-

Teacher - Religion

about parking area.

Laura Gabriel
Teacher - Physical Education

Lamont Bankston

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY
TO SHARE YOUR TIME AND TALENT?

Teacher - Technology

Keith Febrero
Teacher - Music

Lenie Macadangdang

We invite you to come help us in the distribution of the senior food boxes.
Please help us help the elderly. Call the Social Ministry office at (808) 7450561 or the parish office at (808) 521-1700 during office hours to sign-up.
We hope you can help. MAHALO.

Librarian

Romeo John Cabarrubias
Custodian

Telea (Andy) Seumanutafa
Custodian

MONDAY

JAN. 6, 2020

Monday after Epiphany

PARISH CONTACT
INFORMATION:

1 JN 3:22–4:6, MT 4:12-17, 23-25

dwelling place, O
Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

Phone: (808) 521-1700

6:30 AM - Daily Mass

Fax:

5:30 PM - VHM Mass

TUESDAY

"How lovely is Your

JAN. 7, 2020

Tuesday after Epiphany

(808) 599-3629

Email:_cocathedraloffice@
rcchawaii.org
Website: www.cocathedral.org

@hicocathedral
#hicocathedral

1 JN 4:7-10, MK 6:34-44

PARISH STAFF

6:30 AM - Daily Mass
5:30 PM - VHM Vigil Mass

WEDNESDAY

Fr. Manuel Hewe

Wednesday after Epiphany

PARISH
REGISTRATION

1 JN 4:11-18, MK 6:45-52

If you are interested in

JAN. 8, 2020

6:30 AM - Daily Mass

registering in our Parish or

6:00 PM - OLPH Novena

would like more information

Eucharistic Adoration/Confession

THURSDAY

JAN. 9, 2020

Thursday after Epiphany
1 JN 4:19–5:4, LK 4:14-22
6:30 AM - Daily Mass
5:30 PM - VHM Mass

FRIDAY

JAN. 10, 2020

Friday after Epiphany
1 JN 5:5-13, LK 5:12-16
8:00 AM - Daily Mass

SATURDAY

JAN. 11, 2020

Saturday after Epiphany
1 JN 5:14-21, JN 3:22-30

8:00 AM - Daily Mass
1:00 PM - Wedding
5:00 PM - Vigil Mass

SUNDAY

JAN. 12, 2020

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
IS 42:1-4, 6-7, ACTS 10:34-38, MT 3:13-17
6:15 AM - Mass

VHM Chaplain

Sr. Mercedita Estrella, SPC
Dir. of Religious Education & Pastoral
Associate

Deacon Raffy Mendoza

or visit our website for more

Business & Office Manager

information.

PRAYERS & FAITH
FORMATION
Holy Rosary - Before daily

Bernie Gora
Director of Music

Faith and Alofa Leasiolagi
Interim Dir. of Youth Ministry

Pinky Mendoza
Social Ministry Director, Marriage & Family

Mass & 6:15 am Sun. Mass

Ministry Coordinator

Religious Education - Sundays

Teresa Jacobs

9:15 am-10:15 am

Legion of Mary - Tuesdays

Office Secretary

Anthony Navor
Facilities and Maintenance Manager

Angelica Dabu

6:00 pm

Communications Coordinator

Young Adult Night - Ages 18-

Francis Leasiolagi

34, Wednesdays 7:15 pm

Deacon

Mother of Perpetual Help -

Anthony Nguyen

Wednesdays 6:00 pm

VHM Deacon

Lectio Divina - 2nd Wednesdays

7:00 PM - VHM Mass

Fr. Dominic Nguyen

please contact the Parish office

Youth Night - Fridays 6:30 pm

11:00 AM - Funeral

Pastor

7:00 pm

Fr. Moses Akebule
In Residence

SACRAMENTS, RITES & APPOINTMENTS
Contact our parish office for more information or for scheduling an
appointment:

8:00 AM - Mass

Infant Baptism - contact our office at least one month before

10:30 AM - Mass
11:45 PM - Baptism

Anointing of the Sick / Sick Calls - please notify the Parish Office for
visits / Communion calls / Holy Communion for the sick & the home

3:30 PM - VHM Mass

bound

6:00 PM - Mass

Matrimony - Contact our office ten months in advance

Visit our website: www.cocathedral.org

@hicocathedral
#hicocathedral

Blessings (house, vehicle, religious items)
Funerals
Vocation to the Priesthood or Religious or Diaconate School
Facilities Scheduling - use of the Parish & School facilities must be
scheduled through the Parish Office

"Remember that NOTHING IS SMALL in the eyes of God.
Do all that you do with love." —Saint Therese of Lisiuex

