CO-CATHEDRAL OF SAINT THERESA
712 North School Street - Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
December 22, 2019 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Dear brothers and sisters,

Let us ponder the disposition of St. Joseph and beg for the grace to always have a peaceful sleep and to wake up
refresh and attentive to God's life-changing wonders of this joyful season.

"When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him." This is
how the gospel describes the action of Joseph. After being told by the angel through a
dream that Mary conceived a child through the Holy Spirit. He woke up and did what
he was told to do – this is a disposition of alertness and responsiveness. Undoubtedly,
this is an act of faith. Joseph is capable of doing this action because he's an upright
person. He acted what the right and holy thing to do is. By planning to divorce Mary in
secret, he was taking upon himself the burden away from her; that is, the scandal will
be on him for abandoning Mary during the betrothal period.

This is truly an act of an

upright person – a conscientious, honest, and honorable person!

"When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him." Joseph
listens. He sleeps peacefully, wakes up attentively, and does what the angel of the Lord
directed him to do. One can say that his heart and mind are attuned with the promptings
of the Holy Spirit. He is a man of faith.

What does this disposition of Joseph remind us?

First, it tells us that it is significantly beautiful to always think about what's best for our
loved ones and family. But it is a noble and holy act to assuming the burdens of others,
loving them as Jesus loves them, taking into a thoughtful consideration there needs and
always act for the good of others.

Although these could be a very exhausting mission,

the joy that comes after is indescribably beautiful.

God designs them that way.

They

are the ways of finding joy, encountering genuine love, and our walk with Jesus.

Secondly, in life, there are times that we need to slap our faces and wake up to do the
right thing. Wake up! Meaning, we are to learn from St. Joseph, who sleeps peacefully
and wakes up attentive to follow the divine direction either by our conscience or
through the advice of others. To wake up means to believe that there are lots of
wonderful opportunities in life - keep on knocking!

That there are good people around

who can lift the burdens of any form of addictions that cause to weigh you down –
be humble to ask for help!
will find it!

That there are still other roads when you find yourself at the dead-end - seek, and you

Wake up! Do not allow darkness to rob off your dreams nor failures to rob off your future - have faith!

Do not let negativity to put off the joyful ministry nor rob off your joy of giving - focus on Jesus!

May

God

give

us

the

grace

●

to

sleep

and

attitude and always ready and responsive
our joy this Christmas.

to

wake
those

up like St. Joseph; to wake up from any forms of lethargic
in need

in

the

name

of

Jesus, who

is

the very reason for

Fr. Manny Hewe

the people of the Co-Cathedral of Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus, seek to be an example of the
MISSION: We
presence of God through our Christian Catholic worship, education, service and stewardship
stewardship of all God's gifts. We celebrate our diversity of age, culture, language, and view points as a sign of God’s all
powerful and ever-present love in our community of faith. We strive to witness the gospel of Jesus Christ to evangelize and to
respond in love, as well as compassion to our community in Honolulu, to be a welcoming place to all who seek the grace,
fellowship, and love of God.

CHRISTMAS GREETING
Dear fellow stewards of CCST,

I bring you greetings on this joy-filled season with the words of the angel, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David, a savior has
been born for you who is Messiah and Lord" (Luke 2:10-11).

Although the proclamation of the angel, "be not afraid," may not eliminate fear, but it invites our trust because a
Savior from above has been born in human flesh to save us. With this conviction, we once again proclaim and
celebrate the incredible wonder of the incarnation joyfully: God becoming human so that we might become divine;
lovingly giving his very self so that he might give birth to a new self in us; taking upon himself the darkness of our
humanity so that we might come forth as children of light. All of this is for our redemption. All of this is to fill
each one of us with hope. All of this is for our joy.

I hope and pray that those families who are despairing and struggling at this time may find renewed hope and
courage; those who are sick in our midst may find healing and supportive care with their families, friends, and
caregiver. Those who are greatly blessed, find the joy of giving and sharing on this season.

Let us proclaim and

celebrate our faith in God, who walks with us always.

May the splendor and beauty of this season deepen our faith in the One who is worthy of all our praise and love.

Merry Christmas and a grace-filled new year to all!

With my prayers,

Fr. Manny Hewe
Pastor

LIVING A STEWARDSHIP LIFE
Stewardship Notes…
I am blessed, I am a blessing to others. As stewards of God’s manifold blessings, I believe I have the responsibility
to take care of my gifts and talents, nurture them and use them well so I can be a channel of

God’s blessings to

others. My whole being, everything I do and say is a reflection of the one who created me. There’s nothing I can call
my own even my response to God’s call to become his faithful bride. Everything is thru Him and
My whole

inspired by Him.

life is a life of thanksgiving. Whatever I do in this church, in this place is my conscious response or

effort to become a good steward everyday of my life.

, SPC

by Sr. Mercedita Estrella

Director of Religious Education and Pastoral Associate

ATTENTION: TOWING POLICY
As

good

stewards

of

the

properties

and

facilities, Co-Cathedral endeavors to ensure
the safety and security of anyone entering the
property.

As

part

of

our

security,

Co-

Cathedral of St. Theresa is implementing a
TOWING Policy beginning December 23,
2019.
Any

unauthorized

vehicle

parked

in

the

property will be towed, at owner’s expense,
by VIP Towing, with address at 1006 Mikole
Street,

Honolulu,

Hawaii

96819,

with

the

telephone at (808) 206-0858. Mahalo for your
kokua.

REPORT ON THE RESULT OF THE COMMITMENT CARD
"When he looked up, Jesus saw some wealthy people putting their offerings into the treasury, and he noticed a poor
widow putting in two small coins. He said: "I tell you truly, this widow put in more than all the rest; for those others
have all made offerings from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood"
(Luke 21:1-4).
We continue to journey the path of stewardship by walking with Jesus. We recognize that all our gifts are from our
loving God. As stewards, we need to return a portion to Him.
Last Sunday, December 15, 2019, we made a commitment to our sacrificial giving to our parish. Giving our
financial resources is an integral part of stewardship. Our income is our expression of our devotion to God and our
trust in his plans for our lives as we all believe that God cannot be outdone of his generosity.
There were 48 parishioners who responded to the call, of which some committed to pray for the parish regularly
while others made a financial commitment, averaging about $18.60 per week.
We

appreciate

those

who

completed

and

contribution that CCST Church can thrive.
and ministries without it.

submitted

their

commitment

cards.

It

through

your

financial

We would not be able to maintain the facilities, pay our bills, staffing,

We would not have a beautiful place of worship without it.

consideration of your commitment.

is

Thank you for the serious

You truly blessed the Body of Christ, the Church that God designs to mediate

his sanctifying grace through her Sacraments and ministries.

God does amazing wonders through the works of her

Church on earth because of the wonders of her contributing and active members.
If you have read this report and haven't done the commitment card yet, please consider completing it, and you may
drop it on the offering basket or submit it to the parish office.
Let us continue to walk with Jesus and build his Church!

"You are being enriched in every way for all generosity, which through us
produces thanksgiving to God, for the administration of this public service
is not only supplying the needs of the holy ones but is also overflowing in
many acts of thanksgiving to God." —2 Corinthians 9:11-12

Offering for December 9 - 15, 2019
Parish Savings with the Diocese, as of November 30, 2019

$

912.87

Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese, as of November 31, 2019

$

456,168.74

Interest on Parish Loan, for the month of November 2019

$

1,937.15

ONLINE GIVING

Please

consider

the

Co-Cathedral

of

St.

Theresa in your planned gifts (bequests in
a

will,

charitable

gift

annuities,

trusts,

insurance and gifts of appreciated stocks).
These

important

gifts will

ensure that

our lives will touch the
lives that come after us to
build the faith for
generations to come.
Mahalo for your generosity.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTRATION for the 2nd Batch of ADULT
CONFIRMATION IS GOING ON.
Classes Start: January 18, 2020 after the 8:00 am mass
at the parish hall.
Registration forms are available at the side entrance of the church and at the office.
For more information, please call 808-521-1700.

Religious Education Classes resume on January 5, 2020.

SOCIAL MINISTRY
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
The last Wednesday of December (which is our regular day of distribution)
is Christmas day. The food bag distribution will be moved to the following
day, Thursday, December 26 from 3:00 - 5:00 pm at the church lanai.
MAHALO!

SOCIAL MINISTRY

Office Phone: (808) 536-4703

CCST FOOD PANTRY

We will be sorting and bagging the food donations on
Monday,

December

23,

at

6:00

–

7:30

SAINT THERESA SCHOOL
CONTACT INFORMATION

pm

in

the

Parish Hall. We need your help. Please make this your
Advent sacrifice as you give your time and talent to help us prepare the food
bags for our needy brothers and sister most of whom are elderly. Please call the

St.TheresaSchool@Beavers808
Sttheresaschool808

Website: www.sts-hi.org

SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF
AND FACULTY MEMBERS

Social Ministry office at (808) 745-0561 or the parish office at 521-1700 if you

Conception (Bernie) Gora

plan to come.

Principal

We thank you for your charity and continued support.
Let us continue to be good stewards of God’s blessings.

Lauren Sayapheth
Vice Principal

Roxanne Casiello
Executive Administrative Assistant

Stephanie Lou Ondayog
Admissions Clerk - Office Assistant

Carolyn Buted
Teacher - Middle School Counselor

Francine Caetano-Fontanilla
Teacher - Health / Dean of Discipline

Magdalena Collins
Preschool Director - Teacher

Serena Vasconcellos-Dequito
Preschool Teachers Aide

Magdalena Herndon
Teacher - Grade K

Lynette Seto
Kindergarten Teachers Aide

Marvin Macadangdang

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Teacher - Grade 1

Tiana Kalahiki-Bartolome
Teacher - Grade 2

There will be NO YOUNG
ADULT NIGHTS on:
Wednesday, December 25,
2019 (Christmas Day) and
Wednesday, January 1, 2020
(New Year's Day).
Please e-mail Ashley at
ccstyam@gmail.com for
questions.

Michele Honold
Teacher - Elem - English

Denise Alcala
Teacher - Grade 4

Alyssa Manipon
Teacher - Grade 5

Jonathan "Mika Kane" Kahalewai
Teacher - M/S Math

Faith Leasiolagi
Teacher - M/S Language Arts

Frances Dr. Wong
Teacher - M/S English

Marylee Mafua
Teacher - M/S Science

3 Minutes a Day: The Young Adult Ministry invites you to join us in
offering 3 minutes each day this Advent (Dec. 1-24) to pray for:

Sibel Mestanova
Teacher - M/S Social Studies

Sister Ana Fua Dela Cruz

Students preparing for final exams

Teacher - Religion

Students graduating this winter

Laura Gabriel

College students returning home for

Teacher - Physical Education

the holidays

Lamont Bankston

Those spending holidays away from
home

Teacher - Technology

Keith Febrero
Teacher - Music

Young parents

Lenie Macadangdang

Anyone struggling with loneliness

Librarian

or anxiety

Romeo John Cabarrubias

Peace in the world
Your personal intentions

Custodian

Telea (Andy) Seumanutafa
Custodian

MONDAY

DEC. 23, 2019

MAL 3:1-4, 23-24, LK 1:57-66

PARISH CONTACT
INFORMATION:

5:00 AM - Misa de Gallo

Phone: (808) 521-1700

5:30 PM - VHM Mass

Fax:

TUESDAY

DEC. 24, 2019

Christmas Eve: Office Closed

"How lovely is Your
dwelling place, O
Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

(808) 599-3629

Email:_cocathedraloffice@
rcchawaii.org
Website: www.cocathedral.org

@hicocathedral
#hicocathedral

Daily: 2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16, LK 1:67-79
Vigil: IS 62:1-5, Acts 13:16-17, 22-25, MT 1:1-25

PARISH STAFF

5:00 AM - Misa de Gallo
5:00 PM - Vigil Mass

Fr. Manuel Hewe

11:00 PM - Carolling

PARISH
REGISTRATION

11:30 PM - Midnight Mass

If you are interested in

Fr. Dominic Nguyen

7:00 PM - VHM Midnight Mass

WEDNESDAY

DEC. 25, 2019

registering in our Parish or
would like more information

Christmas Day: Office Closed

please contact the Parish office

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

or visit our website for more

Night: IS 9:1-6, TI 2:11-14, LK 2:1-14

information.

Dawn: IS 62:11-12, TI 3:4-7, LK 2:15-20

PRAYERS and
FAITH
FORMATION

Day: IS 52:7-10, HEB 1:1-6, JN 1:1-18
8:00 AM - Christmas Day Mass
10:30 AM - Christmas Day Mass
(Bishop Larry)
1:00 PM - VHM Christmas Day Mass

THURSDAY

DEC. 26, 2019

Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr
ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59, MT 10:17-22

Holy Rosary - Before daily
Mass & 6:15 am Sun. Mass
Religious Education - Sundays
9:15 am-10:15 am
Youth Night - Fridays 6:30 pm

5:30 PM - VHM Mass

Legion of Mary - Tuesdays

Sr. Mercedita Estrella, SPC
Dir. of Religious Education & Pastoral
Associate

Deacon Raffy Mendoza
Business & Office Manager

Bernie Gora
Director of Music

Faith and Alofa Leasiolagi
Interim Dir. of Youth Ministry

Pinky Mendoza
Social Ministry Director, Marriage & Family

Teresa Jacobs
Office Secretary

Anthony Navor
Facilities and Maintenance Manager

DEC. 27, 2019

Feast of Saint John, Apostle and evangelist
1 JN 1:1-4, JN 20:1A AND 2-8
8:00 AM - Daily Mass

SATURDAY

VHM Chaplain

Ministry Coordinator

6:30 AM - Daily Mass

FRIDAY

Pastor

DEC. 28, 2019

6:00 pm
Young Adult Night - Ages 1834, Wednesdays 7:15 pm
Mother of Perpetual Help -

Angelica Dabu
Communications Coordinator

Francis Leasiolagi
Deacon

Anthony Nguyen

Wednesdays 6:00 pm

VHM Deacon

Lectio Divina - 2nd Wednesdays

Fr. Moses Akebule

7:00 pm

In Residence

Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs
1 JN 1:5—2:2, MT 2:13-18
8:00 AM - Daily Mass

Contact our parish office for more information or for

5:00 PM - Vigil Mass

scheduling an appointment:

7:00 PM - VHM Mass

SUNDAY

Infant Baptism - contact our office at least one month before

DEC. 29, 2019

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
SIR 3:2-6, 12-14, COL 3:12-21 or COL 3:1217, MT 2:13-15, 19-23
6:15 AM - Mass
8:00 AM - Mass
10:30 AM - Mass
3:30 PM - VHM Mass
6:00 PM - Mass

SACRAMENTS, RITES & APPOINTMENTS

Anointing of the Sick / Sick Calls - please notify the Parish Office for
visits / Communion calls / Holy Communion for the sick & the home
bound
Matrimony - Contact our office ten months in advance
Blessings (house, vehicle, religious items)
Funerals
Vocation to the Priesthood or Religious or Diaconate School
Facilities Scheduling - use of the Parish & School facilities must be
scheduled through the Parish Office

"Remember that NOTHING IS SMALL in the eyes of God.
Do all that you do with love." —Saint Therese of Lisiuex

