CO-CATHEDRAL OF SAINT THERESA

712 North School Street - Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

December 29, 2019 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Christmas 2019: Feast of the Holy Family
My dear parishioners of CCST,
Greetings of joy from the Lord to you and your family!
It is our joy to celebrate the season of Christmas. We believe that our daily lives are not without hope because the birth of
Jesus, our Lord, and Savior, signals the time when our God chose to be perpetually present with us in a new way. You
and I are blessed with this gift that richly fills us with the sentiments of joy. Much more than these sentiments of joy,
there is also a sense of gratitude knowing that the good Lord has blessed our families in many ways. We express our joy
and gratitude through giving. Hence, Christmas is a celebration of giving - the visible evidence of our love.
Here at CCST, we celebrate this joy of giving through our stewardship way of life, our
walk with Jesus. We believe God does amazing wonders through the ministry works of
our fellow parishioners who find themselves richly blessed by him. In the short time, I
have been among you, I have seen how parishioners give their time teaching our
children and their parents at our Religious Education program, feed the hungry through
our food pantry and food distributions, outreach to Kaka'ako Next Step Shelter, IHS
women, men and children shelter, the angel giving tree initiative, gifts to our brothers
and sisters in nursing homes, and others, are some of the evident wonders of your
giving. I am grateful that parishioners were so very generous, helping raise over $76,000
towards our bell tower restoration so that our bells will again beckon people to our house
of worship. We continue this joy of giving through our intentional stewardship way of
life, which is articulated in hospitality, prayer, formation, and service as envision in our
Parish Pastoral Plan 2019-2023.
As your pastor, I must evidence my stewardship way of life before you. I give you my
time, I share my talents, and I give my 10% share of my treasure to CCST. From my
first day here, I have shared with you the financial difficulties facing this parish.

We

can only overcome these together. I invite you to walk with me and with each other.
Please consider completing your commitment card. It is available at the entrance of the
Church. A year-end donation is also appreciated. You can drop this with your mass
offering or give it to the parish office.
Together, let us offer ourselves as gifts to others as Jesus has done to our world and
continue to share our time, our talents, our treasures with others, thus making our
Christmas celebration extremely joyful. I want to thank you for the privilege to serve
and lead you as your pastor. For all that has been, thank you, and for all that will be,
thank you.

May the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph bless and dwell in your home and the bond of love which keeps you
close to God and each other grow ever stronger and deeper this Christmas season and always.

In Mary's fiat,

Fr. Manny Hewe

the people of the Co-Cathedral of Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus, seek to be an example of the
MISSION: We
presence of God through our Christian Catholic worship, education, service and stewardship
stewardship of all God's gifts. We celebrate our diversity of age, culture, language, and view points as a sign of God’s all
powerful and ever-present love in our community of faith. We strive to witness the gospel of Jesus Christ to evangelize and to
respond in love, as well as compassion to our community in Honolulu, to be a welcoming place to all who seek the grace,
fellowship, and love of God.

SUNDAY REFLECTION

The Feast of the Holy Family — December 29, 2019
It takes a Covenant to Raise a Family.
The Holy Family—so easy to marvel at and honor, so difficult to think of imitating. On the face of it, the family life of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph seems too utterly unique to take as a model for our flawed efforts at being parents and children.
The virginal conception and divinity of the Child are enough to render the holy family so difficult to imitate. And who
among us can hope for guidance in major decisions by way of angelic messages in dreams? And yet, our readings today
offer ways for us to relate the life of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph to our own.

When we think of Mary, Joseph, and the child Jesus in splendid, nuclear isolation, we forget two things. First, no family
in first-century Palestine lived disconnected from their network of relatives. Second, and more important, their family
life was lived as part of the larger family life of Israel’s covenant life with God.

The reading from Sirach explains the way Israelite family life was an expression of covenant life. Each statement Sirach
makes about living the parent-child relationship refers to what those relationships mean in terms of one’s relationship
with God. Those relationships are described in a liturgical manner. For example, “He who honors his father is gladdened
by children, and when he prays he is heard” Or again, “He obeys the Lord who brings comfort to his mother.”

It takes the whole covenant community to be a family.
However divine conception and direction by dreams highlights their uniqueness, Jesus, Mary and Joseph had in common
with all families in the land of Israel this sense that their relationships with one another were expressions of their
relationship with Yahweh as creator and redeemer. With all of their neighbors, they knew that it takes a covenant
community to be a family, and that their lives were the gift of God to be lived out in service of their god. Matthew can
quote Hosea 11:1. “Out of Egypt I called my son,” not only because the words take on powerful new meaning when
applied to Jesus. Another powerful aspect of that quotation is what it carries forward from its original context in Hosea.
The prophet is speaking of the Exodus from bondage in Egypt and is calling the native people of Israel child and son of
God. When these words are applied to Jesus, they refer not only to his unique sonship but also to the fact that he
embodies the renewal of the whole people’s covenant “sonship” with God. As Jesus renews that covenant, he renews the
family life that is part of that covenant.

When Paul speaks of right relationships in Christian community and family life, he draws upon that same sense that
these human relationships derive from that larger covenant relationship. “As the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also
do” “And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in our body.” That peace
is the shalom of the covenant life lived faithfully and fully. It takes the whole covenant community to be a family. As we
honor the Holy Family today, we can take their unique experience as a reminder of the covenant life with God in which
all of our families can find encouragement. Just as Mary, Joseph and Jesus were not a family on their own, neither are
we.

Adapted from Dennis Hmm, SJ with permission.

Pope Francis declared that the Third Sunday of Ordinary
Time will be celebrated as “Sunday of the Word of God”.

On September 30, 2019, on the liturgical memorial of St. Jerome, Pope Francis announced that the Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time would be celebrated as the Sunday of the Word of God. In his Apostolic Letter, “Apperruit Illis:
Instituting the Sunday of the Word of God,” he declares, “I hereby declare that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to
be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God. This Sunday of the Word of God will thus be
a fitting part of that time of the year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish people and to pray
for Christian unity. This is more than a temporal coincidence: the celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God has
ecumenical value, since the Scriptures point out, for those who listen, the path to authentic and firm unity.”

In its

inaugural year, this Sunday will fall on January 26, 2020.

ON LITURGY OF THE WORD

"When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself speaks to his people, and Christ, present in his
word, proclaims the Gospel" (GIRM, no. 29).

Most of the Liturgy of the Word is made up of readings from Scripture. On Sundays and solemnities, there are three

Scripture readings. During most of the year, the first reading is from the Old Testament and the second reading is from
one of the New Testament letters. During Easter Time, the first reading is taken from the Acts of the Apostles which
tells the story of the Church in its earliest days. The last reading is always taken from one of the four Gospels.

In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God from the table of his Word (cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium,
no. 51). The Scriptures are the word of God, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. In the Scriptures, God
speaks to us, leading us along the path to salvation.

The Responsorial Psalm is sung between the readings. The psalm helps us to meditate on the word of God.

The high point of the Liturgy of the Word is the reading of the Gospel. Because the Gospels tell of the life, ministry, and
preaching of Christ, it receives several special signs of honor and reverence. The gathered assembly stands to hear the
Gospel and it is introduced by an acclamation of praise. Apart from Lent, that acclamation is "Alleluia," derived from a
Hebrew phrase meaning "Praise the Lord!" A deacon (or, if no deacon is present, a priest) reads the Gospel.

After the Scripture readings, the celebrant preaches the homily. In the homily, the preacher focuses on the Scripture
texts or some other texts from the liturgy, drawing from them lessons that may help us to live better lives, more faithful
to Christ's call to grow in holiness.

In many Masses, the Profession of Faith then follows the homily, either the Nicene or Apostles' Creed. The Nicene
Creed is a statement of faith dating from the fourth century, while the Apostles' Creed is the ancient baptismal creed of
the Church in Rome. If baptismal promises are renewed, from a formula based on the Apostles' Creed, this takes the
place of the Creed.

The Liturgy of the Word concludes with the Universal Prayer, also called the Prayer of the Faithful. The gathered
assembly intercedes with God on behalf of the Church, the world, and themselves, entrusting their needs to the faithful
and loving God.

Offering for December 16 - 22, 2019
Parish Savings with the Diocese, as of November 30, 2019

$

912.87

Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese, as of November 30, 2019

$

456,168.74

Interest on Parish Loan, for the month of November 2019

$

1,937.15

ONLINE
GIVING

Please consider the Co-Cathedral of St.
Theresa in your planned gifts (bequests
in a will, charitable gift annuities, trusts,
insurance and gifts of appreciated
stocks). These

important

gifts

will ensure that our lives will
touch the lives that come after
us to build the faith for
generations to come.
Mahalo for your generosity.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
There will be NO Young Adult
Night on Wednesday, January 1,
2020 (New Year's Day).
Our next gathering will be on
Wednesday, January 8, 2020.
Please e-mail Ashley at
ccstyam@gmail.com for questions.

3 MINUTES A DAY:
From the bottom of our hearts, THANK YOU
to

everyone

who

joined

us

in

praying

for

students, young families, and all young adults
during Advent. We are so grateful for your
support and prayers. During this Christmas
season, please join us in praying to God in
thanksgiving for all His blessings!

SAINT THERESA SCHOOL
CONTACT INFORMATION

Office Phone: 8O8-536-47O3
St.TheresaSchool@Beavers808
Sttheresaschool808

Website: www.sts-hi.org

SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF
AND FACULTY MEMBERS
Conception (Bernie) Gora
Principal

Lauren Sayapheth
Vice Principal

Roxanne Casiello
Executive Administrative Assistant

Stephanie Lou Ondayog
Admissions Clerk - Office Assistant

Carolyn Buted
Teacher - Middle School Counselor

Francine Caetano-Fontanilla
Teacher - Health / Dean of Discipline

Magdalena Collins
Preschool Director - Teacher

Serena Vasconcellos-Dequito
Preschool Teachers Aide

Magdalena Herndon
Teacher - Grade K

Lynette Seto
Kindergarten Teachers Aide

Marvin Macadangdang

SOCIAL MINISTRY

Teacher - Grade 1

Tiana Kalahiki-Bartolome

A BIG MAHALO!

Teacher - Grade 2

Michele Honold

We are very grateful to all of you for your

Teacher - Elem - English

generous

hearts

Denise Alcala

submitted

more

Charities,

in

this

than

300

gifts

to

We

Catholic

Alyssa Manipon
Teacher - Grade 5

Kuakini Medical Center and Liliha Healthcare

Jonathan "Mika Kane" Kahalewai

Center. We also were able to give away more

Teacher - M/S Math

than

Faith Leasiolagi

bags

to

100

Teacher - Grade 4

blankets to the patients in Maluhia Hospital,

toiletries

almost

season.

throw

100

distributed

giving

our

homeless

brothers and sisters in the Kakaako Next Step

Teacher - M/S Language Arts

Shelter and another 40 bags to our elderly

Frances Dr. Wong

brothers and sisters who picked up food bags
at our church lanai last Thursday, December
26. We also thank all those who came to serve
meals and give cheers by singing Christmas
carols

last

Saturday,

December

21

at

the

Kakaako Next Step Shelter. Your stewardship
makes a big difference in the lives of our
brothers and sisters who are alone this joyful
season.

From the
the grateful
grateful
From
hearts of
of our
our recipients
recipients
hearts

Theresa food pantry, I wish to thank all the
parishioners of St. Theresa for all the food
we receive. I thank you very much with all
my heart.” Julita Eshleman

Marylee Mafua
Teacher - M/S Science

Sibel Mestanova
Teacher - M/S Social Studies

Sister Ana Fua Dela Cruz
Teacher - Religion

Laura Gabriel
Teacher - Physical Education

Lamont Bankston

May our good Lord continue to bless you

“On behalf of all the senior that come to St.

Teacher - M/S English

and your loved ones.

Teacher - Technology

Keith Febrero
Teacher - Music

Lenie Macadangdang
Librarian

Romeo John Cabarrubias
Custodian

Telea (Andy) Seumanutafa
Custodian

MONDAY

DEC. 30, 2019

The Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas

PARISH CONTACT
INFORMATION:

1 JN 2:12-17, LK 2:36-40

dwelling place, O
Lord God of Hosts."
Psalm 84:1

Phone: (808) 521-1700

6:30 AM - Daily Mass

Fax:

5:30 PM - VHM Mass

TUESDAY

"How lovely is Your

DEC. 31, 2019

The Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas

(808) 599-3629

Email:_cocathedraloffice@
rcchawaii.org
Website: www.cocathedral.org

@hicocathedral
#hicocathedral

Memorial of Saint Sylvester I, Pope
1 JN 2:18-21, JN 1:1-18 or EZ 34:11-16, MT

PARISH STAFF

16:13-19

Fr. Manuel Hewe

6:30 AM - Daily Mass
5:30 PM - VHM Vigil Mass
7:00 PM - Vigil Mass: Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God

WEDNESDAY

JAN. 1, 2020

New Year's Day: Office Closed

PARISH
REGISTRATION
If you are interested in
registering in our Parish or
would like more information

Pastor

Fr. Dominic Nguyen
VHM Chaplain

Sr. Mercedita Estrella, SPC
Dir. of Religious Education & Pastoral
Associate

The Octave Day of Christmas

please contact the Parish office

Deacon Raffy Mendoza

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

or visit our website for more

Business & Office Manager

NM 6:22-27, GAL 4:4-7, LK 2:16-21

information.

9:00 AM - Mass: Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
1:00 PM - VHM Mass
6:00 PM - OLPH Novena
Eucharistic Adoration/Confession

THURSDAY

JAN. 2, 2020

Memorial of Sts Basil the Great & Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church
1 JN 2:22-28, JN 1:19-28 or EPH 4:1-7, 11-

PRAYERS & FAITH
FORMATION
Holy Rosary - Before daily

FRIDAY

JAN. 3, 2020

Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Jesus
1 JN 2:29–3:6, JN 1:29-34 or PHIL 2:1-11,
LK 2:21-24

SATURDAY

JAN. 4, 2020

Memorial of St Elizabeth Ann Seton
1 JN 3:7-10, JN 1:35-42

8:00 AM - Daily Mass

Pinky Mendoza
Social Ministry Director, Marriage & Family

Teresa Jacobs

9:15 am-10:15 am
Youth Night - Fridays 6:30 pm

Office Secretary

Anthony Navor
Facilities and Maintenance Manager

Angelica Dabu

6:00 pm

Communications Coordinator

Young Adult Night - Ages 18-

Francis Leasiolagi

34, Wednesdays 7:15 pm

Deacon

Mother of Perpetual Help -

Anthony Nguyen

Wednesdays 6:00 pm

VHM Deacon

7:00 pm

Fr. Moses Akebule
In Residence

SACRAMENTS, RITES & APPOINTMENTS
Contact our parish office for more information or for scheduling an
appointment:

1:00 PM - Wedding

Infant Baptism - contact our office at least one month before

5:00 PM - Vigil Mass

Anointing of the Sick / Sick Calls - please notify the Parish Office for

7:00 PM - VHM Mass

SUNDAY

Interim Dir. of Youth Ministry

Religious Education - Sundays

Lectio Divina - 2nd Wednesdays

8:00 AM - Daily Mass

Faith and Alofa Leasiolagi

Ministry Coordinator

Legion of Mary - Tuesdays

5:30 PM - VHM Mass

Director of Music

Mass & 6:15 am Sun. Mass

13, MT 23:8-12
6:30 AM - Daily Mass

Bernie Gora

visits / Communion calls / Holy Communion for the sick & the home

JAN. 5, 2020

The Epiphany of the Lord
IS 60:1-6, EPH 3:2-3A, 5-6, MT 2:1-12

bound
Matrimony - Contact our office ten months in advance
Blessings (house, vehicle, religious items)
Funerals

6:15 AM - Mass

Vocation to the Priesthood or Religious or Diaconate School

8:00 AM - Mass

Facilities Scheduling - use of the Parish & School facilities must be

10:30 AM - Mass
3:30 PM - VHM Mass
6:00 PM - Mass

scheduled through the Parish Office

"Remember that NOTHING IS SMALL in the eyes of God.
Do all that you do with love." —Saint Therese of Lisiuex

