WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP WAY OF LIFE

It is a way of living each day in gratitude for all the blessings that God has given to us. The roots of stewardship
can be found in the Bible, which tells us over and over that God is the Creator and Giver of all gifts. It is our
responsibility to show our gratitude to God for these gifts, by giving back to Him the “first fruits.” We do not
own the gifts God gives to us. We are only here on earth to use those gifts to do God’s work. In 1992 the U.S.
Catholic Bishops released a pastoral letter on stewardship entitled: Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response. The
Bishops described a Christian steward as one whom:
•
Receives God’s gifts gratefully
•
Cherishes and tends them responsibly
•
Shares them in justice and love
•
Returns them to God.
Below is an article from St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton Parish, Diocese of Wichita, KS. It focuses and reflects on
stewardship as a grateful response to God’s love. The highlighted words and phrases are to give emphasis that
stewardship is a way of life.
God reveals His perfect and infinite love for us most visibly in His Son, Jesus Christ. A steward makes God’s
love visible by imitating Jesus. As the United States Bishops wrote in their Pastoral Letter, “Stewardship is
the Response of the Disciple to God’s unconditional love for us.” Stewards bask in the wonder and awe of God’s
Love. The more deeply one grows in love for God, the more one grows in heart to see stewardship as a way of
life. Stewards see everything good as gifts received from God, and they respond in Gratitude with the gift
of self.
The Sacrament of Baptism calls Christians to a lifelong vocation of discipleship as Children of God made in His
Image and Likeness. We are called as disciples to follow Jesus, to grow in holiness by the graces God showers
upon us. As recipients of God’s loving grace, our hearts leap with Gratitude. “How can I repay the Lord for all
the good He has done for me?” (Psalm 116:12).
To imitate the love of Jesus Christ is a most challenging task. In our human nature, this is not possible. We have
not first loved God. God loves us first. By opening our hearts to receive the gift of God’s love, we begin to
love in a way that transcends our human nature. This call to love is not just a feeling of love, but rather, it is a
decision to love. “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (I Corinthians
13:7). The disciple perseveres in loving through all stages of life. To love may be very difficult at some stages
and easier at others. However, we do not walk this journey of life alone. Without question, Jesus’ model and
commandment were to love and grow in holiness. “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you should love
one another. This is how all will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another” (John 14: 3435).
Stewardship is a conversion journey of receiving God’s love and returning love to Him. A conversion
requires prayer, reflection and time to allow God to show us who we are, and the person of love that we can
become. Throughout the conversion experience, the disciple

WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP WAY OF LIFE
yearns to change and grow into the person God created them to be - a steward uniquely His own but
united in one Body through Jesus Christ. Stewardship transforms lives because of its love, and it is in this
transformation process and conversion journey towards love that we give new life to the Church. “If you
wish to come after me, you must deny yourself, take up your cross and follow me. For if you wish to save your
life you will lose it, but if you lose your life for my sake, you will save it” (Luke 9: 23-24).
The famous Christian author, C.S. Lewis, once wrote, “A person whose hands are full of parcels cannot receive
a gift.” Today, one of the spiritual evils facing our nation is growing materialism and consumerism. When
one holds so tightly to material possessions, one cannot receive the spiritual gifts that God wishes to give to
His beloved children. God transforms a steward beyond mere human kindness to a love of sacrifice and
detachment, enabling the steward to receive God’s gifts continually. When a steward loves God above
treasured earthly possessions, God provides the grace for the steward to love to an even greater depth. This
depth of love is a growth in holiness. This is one of the joyful rewards of a stewardship way of life.
In the deepening conversion of love, the steward learns to give of self through time, talent, and treasure, not out
of obligation and duty, but out of sincere desire. The steward recognizes within the very nature of the human
person, an inherent need to give. For the steward, this way of life and giving of love becomes as natural as
breathing itself.
The conversion to stewardship as a way of life is a journey of the individual, the family, the parish, the diocese,
and the Universal Church. What makes such conversion possible? As stated above, it is God’s love for us that
lies at the heart of such conversion. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son so that everyone who
believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16). God desires that we have life. Jesus
came to give life and to give it abundantly (cf. John 10:10). Jesus Christ is the foundation of the stewardship
way of life. He is the capstone of the structure.
With Jesus as the foundation, certain elements, such as hospitality, prayer, formation, and service, referred to
as “The Pillars of Parish Stewardship” need to be in place within the parish structure enabling parishioners
to convert to a stewardship life through the giving of self in time, talent and treasure. Recognizing that this
conversion is primarily a call from God made possible through grace He bestows upon us, the task of conversion
to stewardship is part of our response to discipleship.
Together in our journey of faith, may God bless us and may we respond as faithful disciples - faithful stewards.

Hunger Awareness Weekend
September 14th -15th , 2019
Please Help to Fill Our Food Pantry.
The Co-Cathedral needs your help to replenish
our food pantry. Our supplies are extremely
low. Non-Perishable items only will be
accepted. Food collection baskets will be
available at the entrances of the church.
Mahalo for your generosity
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Memorial of St. Peter Claver
COL 1:24-2:3 / LK 6:6-11
6:30a - Mass
5:30p - VHM Mass
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September 10, 2019
COL 2:6-15 / LK 6:12-19
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September 14, 2019

Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross
NM 21:4B-9 / PHIL 2:6-11 / JN 3:13-17
8:00a - Mass
9:00a - VHM Funeral
12:00p - VHM Wedding
5:00p - Vigil Mass
7:00p - VHM Vigil Mass
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HUNGER AWARENESS WEEK
EX 32:7-11, 13-14 / 1 TM 1:12-17
LK 15:1-32
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Memorial of St. Joh Chrysostom
1 TM 1:1-2, 12-14 / LK 6:39-42
8:00a - Mass
6:00p - VHM Prayer
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COL 3:1-11 LK 6:20-26
6:30a - Mass
6:00p - OLPH Novena
6:15p - Eucharistic Adoration
Confesion
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6:30a - Mass
5:30p - VHM Mass
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“For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a

simple look turned toward heaven, it is a cry of
recognition and of love, embracing both trial and
joy.”
― St. Therese of Lisieux

Please join us for our monthly Lectio
Divina, as we pray, reflect, and share on
next Sunday’s Mass readings: this coming
Wednesday, September 11, 7:15 pm at the
Pastoral Center (following Reconciliation
and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
in the church). Ages 18 and over welcome!
For more information about our weekly Young Adult
Nights and other activities for young adults (ages 1830s), please contact Ashley at ccstyam@gmail.com.

S O C I A L

M I N I S T R Y

ANCHORING SOCIAL MINISTRY: Prayer and Worship
Prayer Gathering on Monday, September 9
6:00 – 7:30pm, Pastoral Center
Deacon Raffy will inspire us with a talk about our
gift of serving others.
There will be prayers and faith sharing, too.
Fellowship will follow after
so please bring a dish to share.
We hope to see you there!

Come, join us as we minister by serving hot meals at the Institute
of Human Services for the Men’s and Women/Children’s Shelters.
If you’re interested in joining our outreach ministry to serve food
for the homeless in the shelters, we need help on Wednesday,
September 11, Women & Children’s Shelter at 5:00 p.m. and
Men’s Shelter at 5:45 p.m. No experience is necessary, just a
pleasant smile and a willing heart. Please call the Social Ministry
Office at 745-0561 or Julie at 351-6212 to sign-up or
for more information.

“Faith in action is love and love in action is service.”
~St. Teresa of Calcutta

HAWAII FOOD BANK SENIOR BOX DISTRIBUTION
To our dear kupuna who are qualified to receive the senior food box from Hawaii Food Bank,
the next distribution is scheduled this coming Saturday, September 14, 2019 from 9:00 –
11:30am at the round-about parking area. September is recertification month. Please
make sure to come.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY
TO SHARE YOUR TIME AND TALENT?

.

We invite you to come help us in the distribution of the senior food
boxes. Please help us help the elderly. Call the Social Ministry office at
(808)745-0561 or the parish office at (808)521-1700 during office hours to
sign-up. We hope you can help.

September 7, 2019
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings of peace in the Lord!

Clergy Team

Pastor
Fr. Manuel Hewe
Deacon
Francis Leasiolagi
VHM Chaplain Fr. Dominic Nguyen
VHM Deacon
Anthony Nguyen
In-residence
Fr. Moses Akebule
Schedule of Masses
Sunday
6:15am, 8:00am
10:30am, 6:00pm
Saturday Vigil
5:00pm
Mondays - Thursdays
6:30am
Fridays & Saturdays
8:00am
Vietnamese Masses
Sunday
3:30pm
Saturday Vigil
7:00pm
Mon, Tues, Thurs
5:30pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays
6:15pm-7:00pm
Eucharistic Adoration
Exposition
Wednesdays
6:15pm-7:00pm
Adoration Chapel
Everyday
6:00am-10:30pm
Co-Cathedral Office
Monday-Friday 8:00am-12:00pm
		
1:00pm-4:30pm
Saturdays
8:30am-12:00pm
Sundays
Closed
Phone
808-521-1700
Fax
808-599-3629
E-mail office@cocathedral.org
Website www.cocathedral.org
Address 712 North School St.
Honolulu, HI 96817
Saint Theresa School
School Principal
Conception (Bernie) Gora
Phone
808-536-4703
Website
www.sts-hi.org

We wish to continue and strengthen the
vitality of the Co-Cathedral Parish in her
mission to serve. Our Parish Pastoral Plan
for 2019-2023 is soon to be completed and
distributed to all our parishioners. It will
highlight the priorities of the parish in her
effort of witnessing and proclaiming the
good news of our Lord Jesus.
We hope that simultaneous with the release
of this parish pastoral plan, we would like
to bring to life the church bells ringing
again. Do you know that here at the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa we have four bells that have
a mystical sound? These bells have been around for many years. Their names are Jacob, John,
Benedict, and Therese.
Sadly, we no longer hear their mystical sound together, but we are very hopeful to listen to
them ring again in harmony. Only Therese, the smallest of the four bells, is rung on occasion.
The mystical ringing of the church bells calls our community to gather, worship God and
lovingly serve those who are in need in our midst. However, they could also spiritually reach
out and touch the hearts of those who are away from the Church. God, in his mysterious ways,
nudges the spirit of people to remember him through the sound of the church bells.
It is our dream to restore Jacob, John, Benedict, and Therese to life again. Their mystical
harmony is a testament that the community of the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa is still breathing
life to the community and continues the redeeming actions of our risen Lord in our times
through her pastoral life and ministries.
Please, join us to bring this dream come true.
We are cordially inviting you to the Great Gatsby 2nd Annual Fellowship and Gala Night. It
is dinner with ballroom dancing and raffle with lots of prizes to be won. It will take place
on Saturday, November 16, 2019, at the Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort and Spa, Kona Moku
Ballroom. All the proceeds will go to the restoration of the bells and tower.
You can help us in any of the four ways:
BECOME A SPONSOR
ADVERTISE IN OUR EVENT SOUVENIR PROGRAM BOOK
DONATE PRIZES FOR THE RAFFLE(EVENT)
JOIN US AT THE EVENT
If you have any questions, please feel free to call Isabel Phu at (808)223-2888 or Pinky
Mendoza at (808)521-1700 or email us at cocathedraloffice@rcchawaii.org. Thank you for your
support.
I pray that through the St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, our patron saint, your generosity will be
blessed with a hundredfold.
Sincerely,
Rev. Manuel Hewe
Pastor
Co-Cathedral of Saint Theresa Parish

Stewardship

A Stewardship Moment

“A s e a c h o n e h a s r e c e i v e d a g i f t ,
u s e i t t o s e r v e o n e a n o t h e r .”
1 Peter 4:10

by
The International Catholic
Stewardship Council

The Tweny Second Sunday of Ordinary Time

At the conclusion of today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus tell a “great crowd” that
“…anyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my
disciple.” A few of Jesus’ immediate disciples, such as Peter, John and James,
did just that: They responded to Jesus’ call, renouncing everything to follow
him. How do modern disciples of Jesus respond when confronted with this
apparently harsh command of Jesus? Surely the renunciation of possessions
need not mean literally giving all one’s possessions away, does it? Questions
we might ponder this week though: Do our possessions keep us from
encountering Christ at Mass? Do they distract us from our parish family? Do
our possessions interfere with our relationships? Do they make us insensitive
to those less fortunate?

Parish Staff
Dir. of Religious Education,
Pastoral Associate
Sr. Mercedita Estrella, SPC
Business & Office Manager
Deacon Raffy Mendoza
Director of Music
Bernie Gora
Interim Dir. of Youth Ministry,
Faith & Alofa Leasiolagi
Social Ministry Director
Marriage & Family Ministry
Coordinator

Pinky Mendoza
Communications Coordinator
Roxanne Casiello
Office Secretary
Teresa Jacobs
Facilities & Maintenance Manager
Anthony Navor

Sacraments & Rites
This Weeks 2nd Offering
For the Repairs and
Maintenance of our
Parish
Mahalo for your
Generousity
Offering for Aug. 26 - Sept 1, 2019
Parish Savings with the Dioces, as of July 2019				
Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese, as of July 2019			
Interest on Parish Loan, for the month of Julu 2019				
Sunday Mass Offering

$

Daily Mass offering
Sunday Mass Intentions
Daily Mass Intentions
Initial Offering

$
$
$
$

Funerals

$

Candles

$

Sunday Mass Offering

$

8,749.69 Bldg fund: Repairs & Maint
270.75 Bldg Fund: Bell
121.00 Catholic Charities Hawaii

$
909.05
$ 458,043.41
$ 1,937.15
$

151.00

$
$

20.00
231.00

170.00 RE/CCD/Confirmation
9.00 Assumption

$
$

310.00
20.00

100.00 Seminarian Edu. Fund
1,430.08 Donation

$
$

4.00
100.00

Great Gatsby

$

360.00

462.50

Bldg Fund: Repairs & Main

$

45.00

STS Scholarship Fund
$
25.00 Catholic Charities Hawaii
$
50.00
Please consider the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa in your planned gifts (bequests in a will,
charitable gift annuities, trusts, insurance and gifts of appreciated stocks). These important
gifts will ensure that our lives will touch the lives that come after us to build the faith for
Mahalo For Your Generosity
generations to come.

Contact our parish office for
more information or for
scheduling an appointment:
• Infant Baptism (Contact our office
at least one month before)
• Anointing of the Sick
• Holy Communion for the sick and
the homebound
• Matrimony (Contact our office ten
months in advance)
• Blessings (house, vehicle, religious
items)
• Funerals
• Vocation to the Priesthood or
Religious or Diaconate School

Prayers & Faith Formation
Holy Rosary
Before daily Mass & 6:15am Sun. Mass
Religious Education
Sundays
9:15am-10:15am
Youth Night
Sundays
7:00pm
Legion of Mary
Tuesdays
6:00pm
Young Adult Night - Ages (18-34)
Wednesdays
7:15pm
Mother of Perpetual Help
Wednesdays
6:00pm
Lectio Divina
2nd Wednesdays
7:00pm

Y. E . A . S . T.
Youth

Youth
Young Adult
Evangelization
St. Theresa School
Religious Education
RCIA/RCIC
Sacramental Preparation
Bible Study
Legion of Mary
Lectio Divina
Altar
Altar Server
Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion
Lector
Liturgical Environment
Music
Sacristan
Usher/Greeter
Sacred Heart
Social M inistr y
Bereavment
Hospital & Homebound
Prison Life
Forever Young
Filipino Catholic Club
Respect for Life
Food Bank
Rice Bowl
Wellness
Time, Talent, Treasure
Stewardship Committee
Welcoming
St. Matthew
Communications
Special Event Volunteers

He spoke to them
another parable. The
kingdom of heaven
is like YEAST that a
woman took and mixed
with three measures
of wheat flour until
the whole batch was
leavened.”
(Mt. 13:33 - NAB)

